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CenTRAL KENTUCKY, Sept. 3, 1865.
To the Editor of the New ¥Yuork News:

Several of vour late issues contain
detailed and horrible accounts of the
way Federal prisoners suffered at
Andersonville and other places of in-
carceration down South. I have read
these details with much interest, but {
no pleasure, for that mind must be |
indeed depraved which delights in the |
recital of cruel deeds.and “man’s in-
humanity to man.”

I was myself a prisoner once for
the long period of eighteen months
at Camp Douglas, Chicago, Illinois,
and my experience there very often
made me believe that both of the con-
tending “parties, or those, at least,
entrusted with the care of the many
unfortunate in captivity, had lost all
their religion, and the greater part of |
their humanity. It is useless to ine |
dulge in reeriminations The commis- |
sion of one wrong ought not to justify !
another; and no circnmstances, how- |
ever aunomalous in charaeter, showld |
pallinid: the aetions of eruel, weicher-
ous and cowardly natures. |

I propose to give you & few painful |
reminiscenees of “Camp Dauglas by
the Luake” and the facts arc stated |
just as they are; nothing being cxte- |
auated or aught set down in malice.
I do vot make the narration for the
parpose of reviving yindictive feef- |
ings.  (iod forbid! Having passed
through the perils and hardships of |
threc consecutive campuigns—having |
swent one lonf Arctie night of a year !
and a half in duration, within the |
nurrow limits of a prison wall—and, |
most of all, having passed “sub
mgum.”’ and come home a disfran-
chised and suspected mum, I do not
fecl bellicose in the least. T only
want to show you thata great many
people assume a refined” humanity
entirely foreign to their natures, and
that immaculate charaeters rarely ever
stand the test &f experience. :

Somedime during the sultry month

ptisoners were transferred from dif-
ferent loealities to Chicago, and
asmong the number your correspon-
dent. Col. Charles V. De Land was
then the commandant of the post,
his regiment, the 1st Michigan Sharp-
shooters, and a detachmont of the
65th Illinois, composed the garrison,
Ido solemnly 'affirm that from the
very beginning, the officers and men
of the 1st Michigan adopted and
practiced measures funwarrantably
hargh. This regiment had from time
to time been recruited to the number
of 2,500, but the material was so bad,
and desertion so fisquent, it then
numbered only 600 It had never
been to the front, for seen the smoke
of wsingie battle; the members of it,
conseqmently, knew nothing of the
courtesies of civilized warfare; they
were equally ignorant of the ameni-
ties.of social life. -
“Prisoners,” suys Vattel, “‘are not
to be treated harshly, unless person-
ally guilty of some erime against him
who has them in power. Inthis case,
he is at liberty to punish them: other-
wise, he should remember thet they
are men and unfortunate. A man of
exalted seul no longer feels any emo-
tions but those of compassion toward
8 conquered encmy, who has submit-
ted to his arms.” Whether Col. De
Lund had ever read the ‘“Laws of
Nations,” T have no knowledge; if he
had, end all epauletted gentlemen cer-
tainly should, his regime ignorr_:d the
existence of all principles relutive to

5 T
| This man is justly responsible fox.
all the atrocities committed by his

subordinates. Instead of restrain-
ing, he kept alive and encouraged the
Covilish ralienite=of Lis e b

i "
SmlaailUiNy . b e,

1 say prisoners were shot down in
cold blood without any real provoea-
tirm—that they . were® ofton Lung up

by ihe thumbs until fainting releved
th i suffering—that bDlows, kicks
ctit es were expended ou us in Luvish

Iproosion, I tell the trath, so help

me vxl! The most exact olaedience

| to ¢. lers, the most servile submission

in a portment, "did not exempt us

» 010 e exercise of a hrutal anthority.
" A thonsand and one petty regulations

were adopted; not for the purpose of
insurink @ stricter custody, but to an-

| oy anad humiliste us; and the least
. Infringement of any order was pun-

ished with a severity altogether in-

| compatible with the nature of the of-

fence. For instance, a few members
of Cluke's regiment (the Eighth Ken-
tuoky{ were discovered exeavating a
tunnel under their barrack. Instead
of punishing the guilty ones, the
colonel commanding ordered the en-
tire regiment to stand up in Lne for
& whole day, beneath a broiling sun;
toward night, the guard fired into
them, killing one, mortally wlunding
another, and cripph'ngl a third.” On
several oceasions our barracks were
fired into at night, and men killed
while sleeping. These outrages were
justified by no ecircumstance of time
or place. No conspiracy or disorder
was going on.  Every maa of us was
so well ucqnainted with the proclivi-
ties of our keepers, that we actually
studied how to demean ourselves with
becoming humdlity; no course of con-
duct seemed to pwopitiate. There
was o talisman, however, which never
failed to win the latent kindhess of

the muards, and that was the *‘oil of !

biinds ere bl

Twonty-five, dollars worth of this |

invaluable elixiv, gently rubbed on

{ thehand of & *‘sharp-shooter,” always |
cearried a rebel over the wall

to the
nearest depot. The eabalistic “open
sesame’ of the Arabiun tale was not
more potent ihan this same oil. Dur-
ing the six wonths of Col. De Land’s
administration. over two hundred and
fifty prisoners made good their es-
cape; and I do verily believe if green-
backs had been plentiful. our entire
eommand wonld have gradually evacu-
ated themr position. '

1an

The winter of ‘2 11 never ho for-
gotien by any of us.
the forty-second degree of North la-
fitnde, aiways subjeet to the fierce
breezes of Lake Michigan, was ex-
tremely cold to men aceustomed to
the genial sun, and soft, vernal'show-
ers of the South. Qur barracks were
nothing more than large sheds, open
and dilipidated, with searcely asingle
window, and no floors. As the cold
weather approached; we commenced
making preparations, with the con-
sent and approbation of the ““Com-
missary of Prisouers,” Sufficient
clothing was sent for to make all com-
fortable; it safely arived, per ex-
press; but eonceive our surprise and
disappointment, when we were in-
formed that a late order from the War
Department limited our costume to a
very few articles, and prohibited over-
coats entirely. The consequence was,
we only got what they chose to give
us; and all goods having to pass
through two offices—an examining
and delivery 8ffice—and every fellow
copnected with each having to steal a
certnin  per cent. of what Passed
throngh his hands, we scarcely got
anything at all. Had there been an-
other office, we wonld hayve got Lo-
thing. At one time during (he eoldest
season, there were severni lhundred
overcoats and a large quantity of
other ¢lothing at headquarters await-
ing distribution. Earnest pefgtions
were made by the destitute for blank-
ets, wogolen shirts, ete., but in no one
instance were they favorably received,
It was at_a time, too, that tried our
very souls, the month of Junuary,
1864.  One-half of the miserable
Mretches in each barrack were com-
Pelled to lie®shivering and" closely
pagked in their bunks, while the
others erowded around the stoves,
two in number, trying to keep from
freezing to death. A great many, en-
fecbled and emmiatcdlgy chronic dis-

prisoners of war.

eares, silently gave up the ghost in

amd l

A loecality in.

s i

| the still hours of the
| panions knowing lothing of their de-
| parture.  Hmdreds were frost-hitien.
| Enel was doled out in ¢hilling guan-
| tities; and, albliongh every hittle piece
tof conl and wood was hoarded witly
i miserly car, still we suffered in-
{ tensely.  Toward the lutter part of
{ Bohrnary, if [ recolloet avight, it was
broited nhogh the camyp, and genernlly

believed, thit Col. De Land’s eom-
[ mand had merehing orders.  'The re-
{ wort proved to be cork
| hiaghes

joy. anticipating o a‘ll."" L

i,

of condi-
ttion in a chige of rui Col. BT,
Sweet  assmmed  command.  BEvery-
thing progressed with admirable op-
der and elevamness intil the following
day. During this happx interval, wo
were  comparatively  woll-treated.
With the C(olonel's approval, a

under the supervision of men appoi

ed by him, we improved our barracks,
ditched and made el ¥ our grounds,
erected new buildings for varicus pur-
poses, and in short did all that we
could to malke ourselves comfortable,
fully expectitg to remain there until
the close of the war. Hard times
came on aguin, however, in July. In
the first place, came an order from the
War Department curtailing our ra-
tions so frightfnlly that we began to
feel hungry at the very - prospect.
Secondly, wo were prohibited receiv-
ing articles from the outer world.
This was mether crucl stroke of
‘foutrageous fortune,” 'for many be-
nevolent persons in Kentucky and

us mighty hampers and boxes of
wholesome provisions.
were also pwohibited selling us any-
thing to eat. Onr sufferings now com-
meneced in dud earnest.

We drew just enongh meat and
bread to sustun life an. keep us ra-
| vendusly Ly o1 thelfine, 91 al
prolonged totures, I think a gnawing
an® everlasting hunger the worst.
The fabled igony of Tantalus inust
| have beeu something like it. Like
; Oliver Twist in the poor house; we
{ went to bol hungry, dreamed of
| something to eat
]' up the next morning hungrier than
! ever, to breakfast on a eold erust and
ipass the lony, weary day with our
i “aching voils” unfilled.  This was
| the ease day after day, week after

week, monthafter month. The most
rigid economy and careful manage-
 ment did no good. Some would eat
Jheir rations for a day . one mecl:
others thought it best to have fwo,
which was something like conjuring a
quart out of » pint Lottle, ;

In neamp of ten thonsand men, a

death, provided it-wasn’t killed and
eaten. Thiswas the unhappy fate of
a corpulent mmine that was decoyed
into BarrackNo. 9 reen Wiliams
and Milton Walker, of Company €,
2d Kentucky, killed and cooked by
these gents,and eaten with infinite
gusto. .
Capt. Wells Sponable, the commis-
sary of prioners, hearisg of ,the
affair, summoned the wretches before
his awful tribunal, and giving them a
sound cursing, committed them to the
dungeon. .
““Both mongrel,
And curs of loy

were carefully kept out of reach from
that day. Puition after petition was
sent to headquarters, setting forth
the inswMfficieney of our rations, and

[;ufrp_v, whelp and honnd,
L

Lgree.”

got the same reply—*‘the Govern-
ment allow yon se muel and no
more." This state of things con-
tinued for eight months, only times
grew worse oy the winter of 64 ap-
prouched. We did nobt get stoves
and fuel until December. In that
latitude it is vather cold the lst of
October. Wi were vastly better sitn-
ated iu respec to warm quarters than
during the preceding winter. Tt
seemed, howsver, that fate, as she
bestowed one blessing, gave us. at
the same time, ® still greater curse.
We were, thenceforth, tormented by
the ‘*Police (lnard,” a set of men as
brutal, cruel and stony-hearted as
were ever tle task-masters of the
land of Egypt. It was the duty of
these fellows to be with us at all
times, to see that no regulation wus
infringed, and if any were, to punish
the offenders it pleasure. Being in-

night, their com- [ Vested with plenary powers by their

ang we i

their departure with sincere !

other States had been daily sending |
The sutlers

all night, and o6t |

honud puppy would have starved to

| EsQ.—This useful citizen and well. |

praying for more, but we invariably

! superior officers, they carried their
| anthority to a Dbarbarons and nn-
| feasonable” extent.  Punishment, or
| rather cruelties, the most revolting

| and humiliating were daily inflieted. |

" Blows, kicksafid curses, inearceration
in the dungeon, the hall and chain,
were the order of the day. The
police were armed with revoltears and
heavy sticks; they useid both without
YEmOorse.
one pre-eminent in savageness

, keart.  Hisname was Chapman, but
his bull-dog qualities had gained him
the appropriate soubriguet .of “Old
Brindle.” * The physique of this ex-

traordinary personage well indicated |

his moral tnrpitnde. Of Herculean
Iuild and stature, with o hmge angn-
lar head, set on a short brawny neck,
bio jaws and big mouth, with pro-
uding fangs, restless grey eyes and
"a dark, sinister east of features, this
lineal descendant of the Anthropo-
phagi was ‘‘the right man in the
right place,” to exemplify the bean-
ties of the coercive system. One
bitter night in last December, this
man, with two others, stealthily en-
tered our barracks and caught three
men standing by. the stove, Tt tvas
against orders for any prisoner to he
out of his bunk after sunstt, but the
intense cold had driven some to the
fire. Chapman, with his pistol cock-
ed and presented, made these men
kneel on.the floor, while he severcly
whipped them with the heavy buckle
of his pistol belt, saying, at the time,
““God d—n you, I'm printing United
| States on your back.” The men
| thus eruelly « ontraged were Bane,
Pettway and Cox, and the atroeity
was committed in the presence of o
hundred and eighty men, any or all
|f whom will corroborate this stute-
Lmant. We dtnqpemittad o Tenovt of the

| whole aftair to Col. Sweet, put with 0o |
| good result. Chapmean was fmmediate- |

Iy promoted i« grade higher; he he-
came *“‘Sergeant of the Kitchen, and
shortly afterward shot down and kill-

i picking bones out of the refuse bar-
rels. This erimo added a good deal
td his prestize, and he was still Homn-
rishing in undiminished brutaiify

him, more than to any man I ever
i saw, are applicable the words of
| Signor Gratiano:

“0, be thou damn’d, inexorable dos.

And for thy life let justice he aceused!
Thon almost mak’st me waver in oy fuitl,
To hold opinfon with Pythacoras,

| That souls of animals ininse themsclyes

| Into the tranks of men: thy enrrish FPITIT

| Govarned a wolf, wlo, hanged for human
{ slanghtoer, ) -
Even from the gailows did 1d= fell soul feet,
And whilst thoun luy'st in thy unliallowed

dam,
Infusca itself in thee; for thy desives

I could give .you many other sick-
ening details similar to those above
related, but ‘it is unnecessary, and
I will frespass on your patience
no longer. T have writf these

i eful facts to show you that
cruelty to the unarmed and help-
less is not corfined to'any particular
localify;
depraved, and that depravity is deve-
{ loped to a frightful degree in times of
| war. MIGHTY RIGHT.

i R R
| “Dreara or Cmaries L, TRENHOLM,

known gentleman died in this city, of
. scvere attack of fever, on yesterday.
From early boyhood, he has been con- |
nected with mercantile pursuits, and
for many years previous to the war
was interested in and had the manage-
ment of that valuable property known
as  Fraser's or _Certrul Wharves,
There are few among us who would be
considered his equal ic nntiving ap-
plication to business, and in an intel-
ligent and sagaecions muanagement of
the affairs entrusted to his cliarge,
The deceased is a younger brother of
our fellow-citizen, Geo. A. Trenholm,
Ese.. now eonfined in Port "Pulaski.
Mr. Trenhohu was still in the jrime
of life, being ouly u few years over
fifty,— Charlesion Neies.

A few eeses of yellow fever report-
ed in New Onleans, but they excite no
unenasiness, 38 they areof a mild typa,

Among them there was |
of |

ted a half-famished Carolinian, for |

when 1 left there lnst February. Th!

Are wolfish, bloody, starv'd dnd ravenous,” |

that all men are more or less |

1 0. BARBER & ('0., Aucws

(Wi, SHITH BROWN & (0

'V

| eomnrission,
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The robberies continue in Charles-
ton. - On Monday night. u residence
in Bee street was robbed, antl several
- attempts were made in other parts of
| the city. _.

There were more nuutiages in Pe-
tersburg, V., during the Inst month
of August than in any one month for
ten years past.

The French Government is ubout
to scnd out an engineer to Japan, to
establish an arsenal ot Yokohamo, on
the ground ceded to France.

Th# Russian telegraph through Si-
beria will he economicul on account
of the number of Poles on the ground.

Attempts af outrages on ladies ure
frequent now at Portland, Maine.

NEW- GOODS ! NEW GOODS!

JUST RECEIVED AND FOR SALE BY

L. C. CLARKE,

At his New Store, Waslington Street, judt
Upposite the Old Jail.
RESS GOODS, Colored and Mourning,
consisting of :
Plain, Plaid and Striped ALTACAS.
LUSTRES and DELAINES.
Also, CALICOES,
BROATDCLOTHS and CASSIMERES.
TWEEDS, &e.

ALSO,
UMBRELLAS, BALMORAL SEIRTS.
CRASH, for Towelling.
LOVE VEILS, "
LINEN SETTS, with and without Lace,
and with Mourning Edges.
Dlack Silk and Colored Silk Cravata.
Flastic Garters, Men’s Buck Gloves.
Ladies’ Ganutlets and Gloves.
Embroidered Handkerchiefs, .
Linen Cambric Handkerchiefs, for Ladies
and Gentlemen.
Gent's Linen Collars.
Fancy Hair Nets, for Waterfalls, and
plain Silk Nets.
Hair Brushes and Comba.
Seent Papers,
Trish Tinen, of all quialitics.
Longeintha Tadies’ Tndgrvests.
| ublier, Coatl and Vest Buttons.
| Gent's Half Hose, of excellent quality.
| Men's fine Felt Hats, black and colored.
i Colored Woolen Shirts and Drawers,
| Corscts, China Dolls of all sizes.
| Haon Skirts, Perfumery.
Castile Soap, Snspenders.
Head Handkerehiefs,
| Fancy Dress Buttons. :
| Beits of v ovaricty, Belting Ribbon.
Sels vl Nail Brushes, &e.

fssors, Tonil
, GROCERIES.
I Whitt'und Brown SUGAILL

{ © Green and Blaek TEA, COFFEE.
| Molnss l.l..
Sardines, Matehes, B

('k]‘ll-"c'.
Eutd Baga Turnip Seed, Le. Sept 20

|
| LIQUORS,
GROCERIES  AXD DRY. GOODS,

ONSTANTLY on hand. snd at the LOW-
¥, I MARKET PR!CES, & fine and
| veried sssortment of 4
! LIQUORS,
GROCERIES
AND DRY GOODS.
Best AOURBON WHISKEY by the barrel,
gallon or by bottle,
SIMONS' & EERRISON,
Aseembly street, opposite Cathedral,
Sept 11 1lmo

" HUTSON EEE & (0,

Auctioneers, Cteners,l Com. Agents
and Exchange Brokers,
COLUMDIA, 8. C.

NY business entrusted to them will re-
A ceive nrnmpt- attention. %
GOLD, SILVER, SRCURITIES and BANK

&

i ROTES bought und sold.

Lefer to Messrs, WILLIS & CHISOLM

ton, 8. €,
GEORGT. SCHLEY, Fs

1., and Messra, F.
1

A, G,
. BTENHOUSE & McCAULEY,
Charlotte, N. (.

Office for the present at Messrs, Zealy

Seott & Bruns, Ang 16 6Gtufy

ABLISHED IN 181R.]

fal:

1
WHOLESALE DEALERS IX

RIS AND TUDES,

No. 53 Cleanbers St., New York,
TM. SMITH BROWN will receive cone
signuents of COTTON for sale oh
r anil maie cesh advances on
shipienty.  His Arrangements arc sgeh as

to msure faithful.attention to the interest
of the consigner, Sept 17 2mo

RICHARD WEARN,
Photographic Artist.

and yield readily to careful treat-
ment. “The health of the ity gene- |
rally was never better.

rl‘:\KES pleasure in announcing to b
Tiends and patrons that he has i
opined Li Gallery, on Assembly stre
pear Ilain street. Sept

and Messrs, JOHN FRASER & Co.. Charles-



